the brow of the Prankish chieftain. Then as the Pontiff bent in obeisance before the Emperor, the acclamations of the multitude greeted his election with the ancient cry : "To Charles the most pious Augustus, crowned by God, the great peace-giving Emperor, Life and Victory ! "
Charlemagne had already received the silver crown of Germany at Aix-la-Chapelle and the iron crown of Lombardy at Milan, and by this ceremonial act accepted the golden diadem of Rome, as coming naturally to him by right of his high position. The Pope crowns him, not by any special authority, but simply " as the instrument of God's providence which has pointed out Charlemagne as the chosen person to lead the Christian commonwealth/' The people by their applause merely accept the Emperor presented to them.
But this event assumed a very different aspect in the years to come, when the relation between Pope and Emperor would be no longer one of mutual support, but too often of strife and rivalry. Then the Emperor would be convinced that his great ancestor had won the imperial dominion by right of conquest; while the Pontiff would maintain that Pope Leo, as God's earthly Vicar, gave the crown to the man of his choice. We wonder whether Charlemagne himself had any premonition of the inference which might be drawn in the future from the precedent of his coronation by Leo III ? Some accounts represent him as having been surprised and disconcerted by this sudden conclusion of his
